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Would you help me do that?

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. To the
gentleman, I will always help you work
because you explain to me each and
every day, and you show us each and
every day from the committee to the
bill we took up today on the floor when
it came up about water. You have the
power of the Rules Committee. If you
can guarantee me that it’s an open rule
when it comes to the floor and has
open debate, the idea that the Found-
ing Fathers, the idea that the dome of
this Capitol, it’s the second dome,
when did they start building it? During
the Civil War, not even knowing if this
country would come together. But the
idea that the power of this floor, that
the idea would be able to work——

Mr. HOYER. Do you know who helped
build this dome? Slaves. We thought
that was wrong.

Mr. McCCARTHY of California. The
only person who could actually put the
very top together was a slave, because
we bought it from the French, and they
wanted more money to put the direc-
tions together. A slave sat inside and
put that monument together. And
that’s what this body was built on.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. HOYER. My comment is a very
simple question, and you wanted to
have an open rule.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. I want
an open rule. Is that unfair? We just
talked about transparency, sir.

Mr. HOYER. I'm talking about the
Defense bill and your concern about
D.C. vote being added to the Defense
bill. My retort to you, because you
wanted the Defense bill clean to deal
just with the subject matter of defense.
That’s as I took your question. My re-
sponse to you was, I think that’s a
good point.

Would you help me, then, do the
same for the D.C. bill, which also
stands for democracy, clean, not ob-
structed by issues which are obviously
very controversial, which are not con-
sistent with considering simply the
very simple, straightforward question,
do the 600,000 citizens of the District of
Columbia, American citizens, our
neighbors, have the right as our citi-
zens have, of having us have a vote
that counts on the floor of the House of
Representatives? That’s all I was re-
sponding to.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. And I
was telling you, I will be more than
glad to help you as long as it is a clean
bill, that you have an open rule, the
way the American public believes this
floor is supposed to be run, that people
could have power of the idea, could ac-
tually raise an issue and raise a debate.

I thank the gentleman for the col-
loquy. But the one thing I would like
to lead in with is the last couple of
questions. This week the House over-
whelmingly voted for the BARNEY
FrANK-authored Iran Sanctions Ena-
bling Act. I know you put out a press
release about the strong message to
Tehran that unless it abides by its
international norms, its economic iso-
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lation will continue. On the same day
we passed the Frank bill, news reports
from Moscow indicated that Russia has
no stomach for further sanctions
against Iran.

Given your praise for the Frank bill
and the fact that Russia feels unwilling
to go along with new sanctions, is it
your intention not to consider Chair-
man HOWARD BERMAN’s Iran sanctions
bill this year?

Mr. HOYER. I expect to consider it.
The chairman has announced that he
expects to consider that, not next week
but the week after. I have told the
chairman, as I told Mr. CANTOR last
week, that I expect to bring it to the
floor shortly after it’s passed out of
committee.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. So
should I assume by the end of October,
or am I missing something?

Mr. HOYER. He says not next week
but the week after. And whenever he
passes it, I will bring it out shortly
thereafter. So it could either be the
last of October or the very first few
days of November. So in 2 or 3 weeks at
the outside.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Let
me make sure I hear you correctly. The
committee says, the chairman, it will
pass out within the next 2 weeks ap-
proximately. And your pledge to the
committee chairman was to bring it to
the floor directly afterwards within
that week?

I yield.
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Mr. HOYER. I don’t know whether I
made a pledge. I am very much for this.
I am a cosponsor of that. I want to pass
it as soon as possible.

It’s been the chairman’s judgment as
to when to bring it up. He is going to
bring it up, and I am going to bring it
as soon thereafter as is practical,
which I suspect to be a matter of days.
But if he passes it on Thursday and if
we are not scheduled to be here on a
Friday, I don’t know that I will sched-
ule Friday; we may pass it Tuesday,
but I expect to pass it very shortly
after it passes out of committee.

Mr. McCARTHY of California. I will
make this pledge: I know you asked me
for help. I will help you with this bill,
too.

Mr. HOYER. This bill, frankly, with
all due respect, your help would be
nice, but not needed. It’s the other bill
I need your help on.

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Well, I
thought that I would put that offer out
there to you. When you bring it, I will
be there to help you.

I thank the gentleman for his time.

———
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 11 a.m. tomorrow; and, further,
when the House adjourns on that day,
it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 20, 2009, for morning-
hour debate.

October 15, 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KRATOVIL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

————

HANDS ON MIAMI'S MIAMI DAY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the outstanding
organization, Hands on Miami, for con-
tinuing to make south Florida a better
place.

Hands on Miami is a unique commu-
nity service organization created in
1993 that offers opportunities for all to
become involved. This year, Hands on
Miami will host Miami Day in conjunc-
tion with Miami-Dade College on No-
vember 7.

Since 1995, Hands on Miami has
brought together residents from all
over to improve our neighborhoods. It
started with 800 volunteers and is now
over 4,000 volunteers. They have
partnered with United Way, schools
and businesses. Ten years ago, Hands
on Miami began the innovative Family
Volunteer Program to encourage fami-
lies to participate together in commu-
nity service events.

As a wife and a mother, I know what
a positive impact this effort can have
by instilling the values of service at a
young age. Let’s all sign up for Hands
on Miami on Saturday, November 7.

———

IMPROVE HEALTH CARE AFFORD-
ABILITY, ACCESS, QUALITY AND
CHOICE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, we must improve health
care affordability, access, quality and
choice. We must not, however, pass a
sweeping government takeover of
health care.

We should just fix what is broken.
Medical liability and defensive medi-
cine costs are broken.

Mr. Speaker, we need tort reform.
The economic and professional con-
sequences of medical liability lawsuits
are driving the practice of defensive
medicine.

Here are the facts: medical liability
premiums in the United States have
reached $26 billion a year. The average
award is $4.7 million. More than 93 per-
cent of Pennsylvania physicians re-
ported engaging in defensive medicine.

I have cosponsored H.R. 3400, the Em-
powering Patients First Act, that pro-
vides tort reform. There will be no
limit to actual economic damages to
the patient. There would be a limita-
tion on punitive damages, and they
would be determined by a special
health care panel that would have
judges with health care expertise.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3400 for a first step towards real health
care reform.
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